
Hello Parents and Carers! 

WOW! I have been totally blown away by the amazing productions that we have enjoyed this week. From Foundation 
children to Y6, the children never cease to amaze me with their talent, confidence and all-round brilliance. What a group 
of professionals! They all delivered their lines, sang and acted beautifully. We could not be prouder of them all and what 
a way to start Christmas! Thank you to all parents for your support including help with costumes and a massive thank 
you to the staff too for all they do at this busy time of year to support the children to put on such amazing shows for us 

all to enjoy!

OFSTED News!
Following our recent Ofsted inspection, we’re incredibly proud to announce that our school has been rated as ‘Good’, 
which is a positive step from our previous rating of ‘Requires Improvement’. 

We could not have achieved this without the support of our colleagues and Wickersley Partnership Trust, but most of all 
our students and families. A huge thank you to all of our students for following the Thrybergh Primary Way particularly, 
‘We believe in ourselves!’ and ‘We are proud of our talents and achievements’. 

The ‘Good’ rating recognises the dedication of our staff team in continuously improving the learning environment for our 
students to learn and grow. The report states that our school ‘is a welcoming place’ and that ‘pupils are happy and safe in 
school’.

Keep up to date with what we are learning in school
Please visit our school website at www.thryberghprimary.org
Each week the class pages will be updated showing all the exciting things that have been happening in school. 

Parent Governor Vacancies 
 

We currently have parent governor vacancies available to join our team. If you are interested, then please contact Mrs 
Parry-McDermott and she will explain the role and provide further details.

Christmas Holidays
Just a reminder that we finish at 1:15pm on Friday, 22nd December and we will return on Monday, 8th January 2024

All of our term dates and INSETS are on our school website thryberghprimary.org/parents/term-dates

Have a wonderful Christmas break with your families and friends!



What another fantastic half term we have had. Children have had the opportunity to go on trips. Year 2 have been to Whirlow Hall Farm 
and Year 3 have been to the Peak District and both classes have represented the school beautifully. The children have been all working 
very hard and have settled into Year 2/3 very well. 

The children are fully immersed in their learning and have made some brilliant progress so far. We have been really working on our 
communication and listening skills this half term and we are making lovely progress.

In Geography this term we have been very busy as both classes have had the opportunity to go on some very exciting visits. Year 2 have 
been learning all about Rotherham and within this subject the children have been learning about different types of farm and have been 
comparing local farms. Year 2 had the amazing opportunity to visit Whirlow Hall Farm which is a real working farm and the children got 
the chance to see how a farm is run day to day. Year 3 have been learning about the Peak District and how it is used by the people who live 
and work there. We have learnt what a national park is, specifically studying the Peak District, as well as learning about the key concepts 
including pollution, climate and conservation through the study of physical and human geography. We visited the Longshaw Estate and 
walked through to Burbage and the Eastern Moors area of the Peak District. The children learnt about the varied landscapes as well the 
abundance of exciting wildlife that inhabit the Peak District.

In History Year 2 have been learning all about the history of castles and the roles within. We have been comparing different castles to how 
they look in the past in comparison to current day. We have been comparing castles from around England and we have been focussing 
on our local castle - Conisbrough Castle. Year 3 have been learning about the Anglo Saxons. They have been studying the chronology of 
the period, further building our timeline telling the story of British invasion and settlement. 

In Science Year 2 have covered multiple topics this term. They have just completed their learning about materials and have investigated 
what material would best dry their hands. They have just begun learning about different animal habitats around the world and what 
animals may live in each of these. Year 3 in Science have also been learning this half term about the different habitats around the world.

Important days
PE – Our PE next term will be every Monday and Friday
However, these times may occasionally change due to circumstances beyond our control, so can you please ensure that children bring 
their full PE kit on Mondays and leave it in school for the full week.

Homework
Homework is posted on Dojo every Friday (when possible). Please ensure that you do your homework at home as it ensures that you get 
extra practice. It’s so important! Homework will consist of spellings, reading and times table practice using our times table workbook and 
TT-Rockstars. 

Reading
Please also ensure your child is reading at home three times a week for 15 minutes per night is all that is needed, as this is a key skill they 
will need in life. This is to help improve their reading stamina and fluency which is something we are working hard at in school to develop.

Pledges
We have had some fantastic opportunities to earn some more pledges this term from school council voting and our school trips. Let’s 
continue to work hard and let’s see how many pledges we can earn next term. Keep it up Year 2/3!



Wow, what an amazing and very busy term we’ve had! The children have all worked super hard and have settled into class 4/ 5 brilliantly. 
They have been working hard across all areas of their learning and have been enjoying developing their skills across all subject areas. 
They have become much more articulate in using subject specific vocabulary as well as becoming much more independent learners who 
use their initiative, and enjoy healthy discussions and debates amongst their peers. 

The children are fully immersed in their learning and have made some brilliant progress so far. 

In Geography we have been learning about the Peak District and how it is used by the people who live and work there. We have learnt 
what a national park is, specifically studying the Peak District, as well as learning about the key concepts including pollution, climate 
and conservation through the study of physical and human geography. We also learnt the contrast between humans who live there and 
affect the area as opposed to the humans who visit.  To support our class learning we have a wonderful visit to the Peak District.
 
We visited the Longshaw Estate and walked through to Burbage and the Eastern Moors area of the Peak District. The children learnt 
about the varied landscapes as well the abundance of exciting wildlife that inhabit the Peak District. The children followed the Thrybergh 
Way by showing resilience when climbing a steep, rocky path. Well done everyone! 

In History, we have just completed our learning about the Anglo Saxons. We have been studying the chronology of the period, further 
building our timeline telling the story of British Invasion and settlement. We have also learnt about the rise of Christianity and use sources 
such as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles and Venerable Bede to learn about key events in the period. We then learnt about the changes in 
rule, from local tribal leaders to the development of kingdoms, and the change from kingdoms to single sovereign rule. We have used 
sources such as the Bayeux Tapestry to learn about the end of the Anglo-Saxon period and the defeat of King Harold, leading to the 
Norman Conquest.

After the Christmas break in History we will move on to study about the Vikings - in particular the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 
the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor. In Geography we will focus on looking at how the UK’s capital cities are 
tackling climate change.

Important days
PE – Our PE days are every Tuesday and Friday.
However, these times may occasionally change due to circumstances beyond our control, so can you please ensure that children bring 
their full PE kit on Mondays and leave it in school for the full week.

Homework
Homework is posted on Dojo every Friday (when possible). Please ensure that you do your homework at home as it ensures that you get 
extra practice. It’s so important! Homework will consist of spellings, reading and times table practice using our times table workbook and 
TT-Rockstars. There will be a weekly spelling test on Wednesday and weekly times tables test every Friday.

Reading
Children need to continue to read at home in an enjoyable and fun way. 15 minutes per night is all that is needed, as this is a key skill they 
will need in life. This is to help improve their reading stamina and fluency. Due to this being an enjoyable experience most children can 
select books independently from our school library or they will be supported by Mrs Thomas to select an appropriately levelled book. 
Please ensure that you complete your child’s reading record each time you have listened to them read.



We have had a very busy time in Y5/6. We have had different visits and several visitors in school so we have really been able to enhance 
our learning across many subject areas.

Not only have we been really focussing on improving the accuracy and quality of our written work, we have also been working hard on 
improving our communication, teamwork and practical skills as well. In class 5/6 everyone is learning to settle down quickly at the start 
of lessons so that we can start our learning promptly which is having a big impact on everyone’s learning. 

At the very start of this half term we were lucky enough to be able to go to Magna science Museum where we took part in a workshop 
all about forces. Amy, our guide, demonstrated how forces are used to power rockets. Then we were able to explore each different 
area looking at the four elements: earth, air, water and fire. Everyone took great responsibility for their own learning by exploring the 
different exhibits. Following the visit, we have continued to learn about the way forces act upon moving objects and how forces can be 
balanced and imbalanced.

Our Geographical learning has continued this term as we have learnt more about the cities of Europe and we have looked in depth at 
why people migrate within and across Europe. We have learnt that within Europe there have been a lot of economic migrants who have 
moved to a different country in order to gain a better quality of living.

In History we have learnt about the beliefs of the people of the Benin Kingdom, comparing how these beliefs were similar and different 
to those of different civilizations in history. We have also studied the social structure of the Benin Kingdom.
This half term we have moved on in mathematics. We have been exploring square and prime numbers and developing our understanding 
of how to use factors and multiples. After practising different calculation methods, we are becoming more independent with our number 
skills.

We have been very busy developing our Design Technology skills as well. We have evaluated different worry monsters, designed our 
own worry monsters and begun to assemble them. The finished products will be wonderful. In the Spring term we will be moving on and 
studying the properties of materials, habitats and the environment and electricity in Science. Our history learning will be all about the 
industrial revolution, and in geography we will study natural disasters so we have some very interesting themes coming up. 

Important days
PE – Our PE days are every Monday and Thursday.
However, these times may occasionally change due to circumstances beyond our control, so can you please ensure that children bring 
their full PE kit on Mondays and leave it in school for the full week.

Homework
Homework is posted on Dojo every Friday (when possible). Homework is vitally important in Y5 and 6. Homework is specifically set to give 
everyone another opportunity to practise the learning done in class. It is crucial that everyone completes homework each week.

Reading
Children need to continue to read at home in an enjoyable and fun way. 15 minutes per night is all that is needed, as this is a key skill they 
will need in life.  This helps to improve reading stamina and fluency which is hugely important in years 5 and 6 as the demands of the 
curriculum place emphasis on reading skills. To access any subject reading is an essential skill.

Pledges
We have been very lucky over the last term was we have had the opportunity to fulfil many of our pledges through the activities we have 
done in school. We have taken part in orienteering and rock climbing as well as cultural events such as watching plays and pantomimes 
and visiting museums.




